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Keeping Heart Health and Cardiac Care in Focus

The Ontario Association of Cardiologists (OAC) welcomes the provincial government’s
continued investment in health care, as outlined in the 2025 Ontario Budget. New funding
for hospitals and primary care teams will help improve access to care for many Ontarians.
These are important steps toward building a more connected and sustainable health
system.

While some of the new hospital investments may support cardiac care over time, the
budget did not include any dedicated funding or specific commitments related to heart
health or cardiology services.

We support the government’s focus on strengthening primary care. But to give patients
the care they need, timely access to specialists is also important. Cardiologists help
manage complex, chronic conditions and work closely with family doctors to keep patients
healthy and out of hospital.

We also encourage the government to remain mindful of growing cost pressures—
especially for outpatient clinics and hospitals that rely on imported medical equipment
and supplies, which may be affected by new global trade and tariff changes.

Last week, the OAC offered recommendations focused on:

e Supporting cardiac care in both hospitals and community-based clinics

« Strengthening coordination between primary and specialist care

e Improving access for patients in underserved and rural areas, including through
telephone-based virtual care

o Expanding capacity through more flexible care delivery models

« Investing in prevention, chronic disease management, and cardiac rehabilitation

We remain committed to working with the government and health system partners to
improve access to high-quality cardiac care and meet the needs of patients across the
province.
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