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As Ontario prepares to release its 2025 Budget, the Ontario Association of Cardiologists 

(OAC) encourages the provincial government to continue building a modern, connected, 

and sustainable healthcare system by ensuring strong investment across the full 

spectrum of cardiac care. 

 

Cardiovascular disease is a leading cause of death in Ontario and a major driver of 

hospitalizations, lost productivity, and long-term disability. A recent global study published 

in Nature found that most of the world’s illness and early death is caused by chronic 

diseases like heart disease—not injuries or infections (Bhatnagar et al., Nature Medicine, 

2024; https://rdcu.be/ek1MH). In aging populations like Ontario’s, this burden is even 

greater. It underscores the urgent need for sustained investment in cardiovascular care 

to avoid further system strain and worsening outcomes. 

 

At the same time, Ontario’s economic landscape is shifting, with emerging trade policies 

and tariffs likely to increase the cost of medical equipment and supplies. These pressures 

are felt acutely by cardiologists who operate outpatient clinics or oversee capital 

investments in hospital settings. As the government considers its fiscal priorities, it is 

important to remain attuned to the challenges that frontline specialists face in maintaining 

access to high-quality cardiac care amid these evolving conditions. 

 

The OAC recommends that the Ontario government use the 2025 Budget as an 

opportunity to: 

1. Support the full continuum of cardiac care 

Ensure sustainable funding for cardiac services delivered in both hospital and 

community-based clinic settings, including consultations, diagnostic imaging, and 

outpatient monitoring. Community-based cardiology clinics play a critical role in 

managing patient volumes and preventing hospital admissions but remain 

underfunded—an issue that requires urgent attention to reinforce system 

sustainability. 

2. Strengthen integration between primary and specialist care 

As Ontario expands access to family doctors, it is critical that patients can also 

receive timely, specialist care. Cardiologists play a key role in managing chronic 

cardiac conditions and reducing emergency room visits and hospitalizations, while 

working collaboratively with primary care providers to ensure coordinated care.  
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3. Address access barriers for underserved patients 

Many Ontarians—particularly seniors and those in rural or remote areas—continue 

to face barriers to specialist cardiac care. The government should prioritize practical, 

patient-centred solutions, such as ensuring that telephone-based virtual care is 

funded on par with in-person and video visits when needed. Physicians providing 

this care must be equipped to offer comprehensive follow-up, testing, and necessary 

procedures. 

 

4. Expand capacity through flexible outpatient care models 

To reduce wait times and improve service availability, Ontario should support more 

flexible approaches to care delivery. Funding weekend and after-hours services in 

community-based cardiac clinics would expand capacity, ease pressure on 

hospitals, and improve timely access. 

5. Invest in prevention, chronic disease management, and cardiac rehabilitation 

Support public education, early screening, and cardiac rehabilitation programs to 

help Ontarians stay healthy and avoid hospitalizations. Prioritize sustainable care for 

patients with complex conditions like heart failure, who represent a growing share of 

health system resource needs. 

 

In parallel with these priorities, the OAC is engaged in a process to help modernize the 

OHIP Schedule of Benefits for cardiology services, with changes expected to take effect 

in 2026. This work is focused on ensuring that cardiology services are appropriately 

funded to reflect evolving models of care and patient needs. We look forward to ongoing 

collaboration with the government this fiscal year in support of these goals. 

 

The OAC is committed to working with government and health system partners to deliver 

on Ontario’s health care goals. Together, we can strengthen cardiac care, improve 

outcomes, and ensure a healthier future for Ontarians. 
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